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men gave them guns, powder, blankets, kettles, and other
goods. After that, my ancestors lived in better condition,
and could kill all the game they needed. The French-
men were very good to our people, and bought all the furs
they could get from them, at a good price. The Winne-
bagoes lived a long time at the Red Banks, and then
moved to Lake Winnebago. They afterwards'spread along
the Upper Fox and the Wiscohsin Rivers, and down to the
Rock River, in the Illinois country.

Our people were always friendly with the French. They
assisted them at the Fox River rapids, in getting their
canoes over. I mever heard that there was any trouble
between the French and the Winnebagoes. My father told
me the two nations were always at peace. When my tribe
was at Lake Winnebago, in early days, they fought a good
deal with other nations of Indians, —with the Sioux, the
Pawnees, and the Osages; but they were always friendly
with the Chippewas, Menomonees, and Pottawattomies.

I have heard my father say that his father often told
him about certain white medicine-men in black gowns ' being
among our people; but I never heard the names of any of
them. In my day, we have not been much troubled by white
medicine-men, but have been allowed to keep to the religion
of our fathers. Very few of my friends are Christians.
Our spirits are the same spirits our fathers believed in.

Our people once owned the lead mines in Southwestern
Wisconsin. I have seen Winnebagoes working in them,
long before the Black Hawk War. There were a good
many at work in this way, nearly all the time in summer.
Some dug lead for their own use, but most of them got it
out to trade off to other Indians for supplies of all sorts.
They made lead-mining their regular work. Every fall
and spring hunters would go down to the mines and get a
stock of lead for bullets, sometimes giving goods for it
and sometimes furs.? When the whites began to come

! Jesuit missionaries.— Eb.
? Cf. “ Notes on Early Lead-Mining in the Fever-river Region,” in this
volume. — Ep.



